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Beni-Israel in their wanderings, and then amongst their descendants in Palestine. It was naturally only the outline of these narratives which was or could be committed to writing, for, in the first place, writing was in those days a very difficult matter, and, in the next, only the outlines of these stories were common to the countless narrators who whiled away the time by recounting battles, adventures, the appearances of angels or of divine persons, and what not, up and down the land.
The first collection of these traditions had not, when it was first composed, anything like the importance which it afterwards attained. No doubt the professional storytellers treated it with much contempt, as we may be sure the possessors of the traditions of the Apostles in Palestine treated the meagre Gospel of St. Mark when they first read it. Nevertheless the little manuscript was destined to rule the world. We can see that it was essentially an Israelitish work ; Judah figures very little in it, and when it does, comes off badly. See the uncomfortable story of Tamar. On the other hand, Ephraim and Manasseh are brought prominently forward. Sichem is the centre of the family of Israel; Bethel is its sanctuary. The Trans - Jordanic country also interested the writer, as did the